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Concerning international consultations
Bearing in mind the policy adopted by FSC concerning the usage of pesticides in forestry and
the content modification of the indicator 6.6.3 presented by the FSC Poland Board of Directors, which
includes yet again nurseries in its regime, I would like to present my position on the matter of
international consultations.
The State Forests as a state organisational unit with no legal entity, represents the State
Treasury regarding the management of possessions. The legal order regulating the total of actions
associated with constant and sustainable forest management in Poland is defined in the Forest Act,
dated on 28th September 1991 (with subsequent alterations). This act imposes a number of prerogatives
and duties on the Director General of the State Forests who is responsible for their outcome before the
Minister of Environment and the Polish Parliament,
In the context of the current situation, I would like to stress the fact that according to the
regulations of the Forest Act, forest owners are obliged in order to prevail general forest protection
to form an equilibrium in forest ecosystems, raising the natural resilience of tree stands, especially
preventing, detecting and fighting the spread of harmful organisms (article 9 of the Forest Act). The
Forest Act imposes on forest inspectors the duty of performing protective and combating procedures in
case of the occurrence of harmful organisms in numbers threatening the forest sustainability (article 10
of the Forest Act).
Due to its climatic, ecological and treestand conditions, Polish forestry is forced to make use of
pesticides. These are only used in desastrous cases always with respect to obligatory Polish, European
or global regulations, restricted in quantity and in circumstances justified by the periodical occurrence
of gradation phases.
The Forest Act obliges the forest owners to constant preservation of their forest area and
ensuring its permanent exploitation (art. 13 of the Forest Act), including the reintroduction of forest
vegetation (forest culture). This basic goal of forest management is realised by silviculture, a part of
which is made up by nurseries management as an element of the basic management activity of the
State Forests, conducted with the aim to achieve planting stock of good quality and appropriate
provenance which guarantees the seeding effect, taking into consideration the economical calculations.
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Each plant production, especially nursery production demands indispensably constant
diagnoses and controls of the seed soundness, whereby the most crucial element is detecting and
combating insects, animal pests and fungal diseases. Early stages of development are particularly
threatened by destruction due to various pathogenic factors. Young seeds are not only tempting food
for mice, birds, insects and nematodes, but also nourishment for a variety of fungi and bacteria. To
obtain crops of proper quantity and quality, it is necessary to cultivate the young plants by applying
diverse agrotechnical operations and pesticides according to their intention and dose.
The currently introduced and developed programme of nursery production in the State Forests,
assumes a gradual extension of the share of intense production methods, among these the cultivation of
seeds under controlled conditions, where the probability of various pathogen occurrence, especially
fungi, is very high.
The results of research conducted by the Forestry Research Institute prove that the soundness of
seeding material, its proper form and cultivation quality are the decisive factors regarding crop quality
and its durability, especially under the impact of adverse environmental conditions.
The research at the department of phytopathology
shows that the area of nurseries in the State Forests infected by damping-off diseases caused by fungi
totals jointly more than 400 hectares. This disease is the most serious biotic reason for the decreasing
of seedling productivity. Neglecting this issue, it might cause damages up to 80%.
The results of the aforementioned research show unambiguously that forest management,
especially nursery production, without pesticide use is illusionary, maintaining this illusion poses a
real threat to the entire forest management.
Pesticides used currently in forestry, approved by Polish and EU law are listed in the brochure
Pesticides and products for forest tree trunk
,
published annually by the Forest Research Institute which includes solely pesticides approved for the
use in forestry by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development.
It is to emphasize that during the last decade the European Commission has sharply selected
and drastically cut as by 70% - the number of active substances enlisted in the attachment 1 to the
Directive 91/414/EEC. In Poland, additional tightening of the regulations regarding the use of
pesticides, especially chemical substances, were introduced by the regulations of the Plant Protection
Act adopted on 18th December 2003. Regulations of this act impose, inter alia, the obligation of
providing evidence of operations undertaken by the owner including:
- name of the plants,
- area of plant protection operations,
- names of the used pesticides and their doses,
- reasons for the use of pesticides.
At this point I would like to stress that modern methods of nursery production take into
account the necessity of minimizing, as far as possible, the quantity of pesticides used in forest
seeding, in nurseries and on areas of threatened tree stands. Having the choice, alternative substances
and biological methods are preferred for prevention from and fighting fungi pathogens and harmful
insects, as well as biotechnologies supporting the quality of cultivated seedlings, yet the frequent
inefficiency of these methods makes the use of chemical substances necessary from the economic
point of view, and it concerns, what is crucial, closed objects as forest nurseries.
All of the above mentioned substantial arguments were appropriately taken into consideration
during the meeting of the FSC Board of Directors with the Directorate General of the State Forests in
2009. The FSC Poland General Assembly adopted in June 2010 the resolution that forest nurseries will
2/3

Directorate General of the State Forests
not be included in the regulations of indicator 6.6.3, which was and still is in compliance with the
intention that standards of certification, specifically in this matter, should not be treated prior to EU
and Polish law.
In the year 2010 all parties were highly interested in FSC certification and took active part in
,,
they established the shared standpoint on the entire document which consisted of a consensus in the
matter of indicator 6.6.3.
I truly regret that the aforementioned document is still a temporary standard, even though the
process of its accreditation started in Bonn almost 2 years ago and the State Forests gained their first
FSC certificate 16 years ago.
The written statement from 7th September 2011, sent to the State Forests in March, by the FSC
Policy and Standards ruins the earlier worked out agreement in this crucial matter.
Our standpoint is reflected by statistics, as Poland takes globally the 5 th place concerning the
forest area (7 million hectares) covered by the FSC system, yet the indicator concerns forest nurseries
of an area of less than 2500 hectares which means 0,04% of certified areas. In these forest nurseries
(
).
Presenting the above, I would like to express my disapproval of the FSC policy on the use of
pesticides in forestry, especially the suggested alterations of the content of indicator 6.6.3. The
unjustified rigidity of these changes is very likely to cause economic loss.
The problem of pesticide use in forest nurseries has been brought up for wide social
consultation, the results of which have been outlined in the report (FSC/S/40/05/212 from 31st May,
2012) sent to FSC IC.
All opinions gathered under the report, as opinions of State Forests organisational units or the
Forest Research Institute express thoroughly the specific model of Polish forestry, an integral part of
which are forest nurseries (as opposing to forest nurseries in other European countries, where they are
held by private owners).
The report contains also precise solutions and the perfect solution within, that is FSC allowing
the use of all pesticides registered for the forestry branch meeting the strict requirements of the EU
law.
I would like to stress that the aforementioned arguments have been presented by Mr Adam
Wasiak, Director General of the State Forests at the meeting with Mr Andre de Freitas, FSC Executive
Director, Ms Gemma Boetekees, FSC International Network Director, Board members and employees
of FSC Poland, which took place on August, 14th 2012 in the Directorate General of the State Forests
in Warsaw.
Sincerely yours,
Jan Szramka
Deputy Director of Forest Management

cc: FSC Poland Board of Directors
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